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[Translated from orignal Hindi]

What 1s this Iife ? a wreathe of fancies dear
That weaves the Time to offer at shrine of death,
Each day s petal flower 15 each year

Each knot of the thread 15 every passing breath

‘The colours black and white are night and day,
‘The shades serene are sutumn and the spring
The tears dripping are dew-drops of pure ray
And hour that comes and goes 1s bird on wing

The fragrance fine are virgin longmgs sweet

The dark-eyed dreams are bees humming around,
The handsome hopes hopes are pollens pure and neat
And nectar 1s the love of heart profound

O man then why to weep when hife 1s Jost
Dcath s nothing but the wreathe completing knot
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Rise up ! Rise up ! O Love incarnate glory of Everest

The time 15 sick and  groans with pain,
Blood stalks the land of flowers

Earth 1s raped by bombs and tanks
And hatred wnites the history of man

Love weeps on the drunken graves,
Truth and Beauty kindnapped 1n daylight,
Faith 1s stifled ere 1t 1s born

Peace 1s hanged on the gallows of swords,
Hunger eats the very flesh of Iife,
Unemployment employs the suicide,

Morals are preached by immoral lips
And Justice awaits whips—golden whips
behind silver bars

The swift current of reason 1n desert 1s lost,
A daggers cut religion has made 1ts goal
Art Laterature all wander as homeless dogs,
And politics play the game of rogues

Wake up | O Wake up ! the Saviour of Truth

Lest oceans may surge up and swallow the globe,
Rise up ! Rise up ! O Love incarnate-glory of Everest,
Or passions make the beast of man
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At the days end when commenced proceedings of the
Supreme Court, the Cluef Prosecutor unfolding the scroll of
allegations before the President of the Immortals and pontmg
towards a man loudly proclaimed

That man' My Lord ' who stands in tattered finery m
the forefront row of culpnts with head held up tigh and pale
wrinkled face 1s the chief accused of the day He has committed,
besides many other, such a grea crime agamst the law of this
court that none could dare till today

He was born a poet and was the master of the mnumer

able vast treasures of the Umiverse All the secrets of Nature
were open to him He had everlasting store of stats dreams,
sighs, songs cadence reframns, music, art n the hut of his fancy
Yet he sold all hus art, all hus poetry all hus Iiterature, all bis
prestige and honour for a few pieces of gold I therefore
impeach lum mn the pame of Iterature of all the ages,
1 impeach him 1n the name of poets and poetry of all the races,
Impeach him in the name of Nature i the name of Art 1n
the name of Beauty i the name of Love m the name of this
great court of Justice whose faith he has betrayed for nothing
and Jastly m the name of mankind, 1n the name of his own sweet
name and mn the name of his motherland whose graceful mortal
1ty he has disgraced by hus immortal fame

For a moment theére was full m the assembly when break-

ing the silence of the court the judge murmured on his seat—

Wasitso?

Yes, Your honour —slowly sard the poet
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