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Chapter One: Top Ten Popular Daily Chinese Words

F—E: NETXEERITEC

1. #H3E(xiangqin) Blind date/to have a blind date

Origin

Caught up in the hustle and bustle of city life and striving to get ahead, many " 7| 5
(shéngnan) single men" and "% % (shéngnill) women" find themselves alone as a result of
their excessive devotion to work. It is under these circumstances that " # 3% (xiangqin)
blind dating" has grown incredibly in popularity. TV programs based around the concept
of the "#H % (xiangqin) Blind date" have sprung up to cater to this need. Some prominent
TV programs like " JE 1 ) # (Feichéngwurio)" and websites like " it 20 {4 %
prosperous era, but have also provided viewers with a much needed platform for
socializing. The market dominance of such platforms reflects the prevalence of blind

dating in today's society.

In fact, the phenomenon of the blind date can be traced back to ancient China. At that time,
through the work of matchmakers, two families who were previously unacquainted would
meet and evaluate the other family's background and status. If both sides were satisfied, a
marriage would be arranged. A major difference between this ancient practice and what we
find today is that the decision making over partner choice and marriage has shifted from

the parents into the hands of the couple themselves.

Example
Mary: W, WridURRERZAHSE T, EAFEH?
Hai, tingshud ni zudtian qu xiangqin le, z€énmeyang a?

Hi, I heard that you had a blind date yesterday. How was it?

Tina: #4217, F— s LR HRA .
Biéti le, wo yidianr ganjué dou méiyou.

Don't remind me. I have no feelings for him at all.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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2. #48 (ludhiin) Getting married with no car, no house, and no wedding
ceremony

Origin

"#1 45 (lushiin) getting married without having a car, a house, and an elaborate wedding
ceremony" became a popular internet phrase recently. A vastly growing number of young

people are putting less emphasis on the "traditional" marriage practice."

The typical person willing to "# 45 (ludhiin)” or “get married without a car, a house, and
an elaborate wedding" is in the 20-35 age group, and more open-minded and willing to
accept new trends than the average person. Some are well educated, " [ 4l (bailing)
white-collar workers" with high-level incomes. They believe that there is nothing wrong
with two people living together with a marriage certificate and not having done any of the

traditional customs.

Example
Lily: RFT5AT A BHEAE = 52
Ni ddsuan shénme shihou shéng baobao?

When do you plan to have a baby?

Lucy: FRATERRLS, S8 78, FETHIE,
Women shiluohiin, déng zén gou le qian, zai zud dasuan ba.
We got married without a car, a house, and a wedding ceremony. We plan to

have children once we have saved enough money.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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3. /KA (didiao) Keep a low profile

Origin

The word “i% il (didiao)” means to keep a low profile. It comes from a sentence 1= I i
=, (KA (Gaodiao zuoshi, didiao zuorén),” which means to work in a high profile and
behave in a low profile. Another sentence shares the same meaning: "% ;& Afi FF-f5, ARAF
MEFF AN (Shugi wéigin zuoshi, kindio wéigin zuorén).” It means that when you try to
catch fish on the sea, you can put up the mast to speed up your ship. And when you

encounter the storm, you should cut the mast off to survive.

Usage

“{ik(d1)” means low. In the word “{i i (didiao),” it also refers to something inconspicuous.
And “ i (diao),” as a noun, can be used to refer to melody and tune of music. 1 i
(didiao)” means that one is modest and prudent toward people, and should not make a
show of his ability in front of others. So when there are people who tend to flaunt

themselves in public, we can say “you should {%1f(didiao) keep a low profile.”

Examples
1 FATEBEAFAF D AURFFARH
Women zai zhéngge shijian zhong bixi baochi didiao.

We must keep the whole thing in a low profile.

2. X A —EARMKH .
Ta zhé rén yizhi hén didido.

He always keeps a low profile.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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4. YRE I (nidong de) You know.

The expression "R 1# ] (nidong de)" was translated from the English expression
"you know." Its popularization is due to a video “Old Boy,” made by the Chopsticks
Brothers. It's a story about two middle-aged friends who combine their talents they
learned in middle school to participate in a sort of "China's Got Talent" competition.
In the video, the expression "f/R1& 1] (nidong de)" expresses an acknowledgment of
their shared nostalgia of youth. Ever since then, "f/R{& ] (nidong de)" has become
a popular expression when two people share a mutual comprehension of a time or
feeling. The phrase simply means, "you really do understand," mixed with the

French mood of "c'est la vie!"

Nowadays, the saying is frequently used to assure an understanding between two
people in conversation. Next time you find yourself in a situation where details
aren't convenient to say out loud, a simple "R 1% ] (nidong de)" conveys "you

understand what I'm talking about."

Examples

1. Tom: Mike, fREAM Mary fE—i2 [ ?
Mike, ni zénme hé Mary zai yiqi le?
Mike, how come you are now with Mary?
Mike: /NROLF, URTERT... ..
Xiaodianr shéng, ni dong de...

Keep it down, you know what's been going on...

2. Lily: B4 17 ? RIEWK K.
Zénme le? Chouméikulian de.
What's wrong? Why such a long face?
Lucy: #GICHEREWRERSMF T, 4R AREN.
W0 wangji zhiinbei 1dobédn yao de wénjian le, jiégud... Ni dong de.
I forgot to prepare the documents for my boss, so now...well, you know
what'll happen.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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5. 15 @ (paimipi) Kiss up to someone

Origin

In Yuan Dynasty, herders took great pride in raising horses. When horse herders
encountered one another, they would often pat the buttocks of the other’s horse and say,
“What a good horse!” to fawn on the owner of the horse. At first, people only praised
truly good horses, but soon people began to do so to flatter others, regardless of whether
the herder's horse was good or bad, strong or weak. This action became known as “f1 5

Jeé(paimapi).”

Usage

Literally, “#1 & Jit (paimépi)” refers to patting a horse’s buttocks: “#f(pai)” means to pat,
“IL(ma)” is horse, and “Ji¢ (pi)” refers to fart or buttocks. But now “J1 5 Ji¢ (paimépi)” is
widely used as an analogy to ridicule blatant flattery that is meant to please others without

regard for objective reality. Consequently, people who like to kiss up are called “ 1} Ji f#
(mépijing).”

Examples
LRI DR T, AL b ft
Zhe jiahuo shi paimépi de haoshou, zong néng rang shangsi gaoxing!

This guy is an expert at kissing up, always pleasing his authorities!
2. 3 T S, A PATHIZAR PR

Ta shanyt paimépi, sudyi shéngqian hén kuai.
He is good at kissing up, so he gets promoted very quickly.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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6. .1>ZE(xinsai) Feel crushed

Meaning and Usage

“i(»%£(x1nsai)” has become a popular buzzword these days. Here “/C»(xin)” is “heart” and
“JE (sai)” means blocked or plugged, so put together, ““:[» %€ (xinsai)” is used to vividly
describe a kind of emotion in which your heart seems to be suffocated or blocked up and
uncomfortable. If something goes wrong and you are left feeling helpless or speechless,
you can say that you feel “/[»%E(xTnsai)”.

For example, your mood could be described as “/[» %€ (xinsai)” when the weekend finally
comes and you have big, exciting plans, but it ends up pouring down rain and you’ve no
choice but to cancel. Or you are all dressed up for your date but a car drives through a
puddle and splashes mud all over you. Your feeling at that moment is ““/(» %€ (xinsai).” Or
your boss remarks that your proposal, for which you have stayed up working on for

several nights, is of no use, so your frustration can also be described as “/(»%€(xInsai)”.

Examples
1. AU IR XERZ, 0 ZE !
W6 nanpéngyou shudé wo zuo de fan hén nan chi, xinsai!

My boyfriend said my cooking is terrible, so I feel horrible!

2. AR SCEINPE, 400 ZEW] !
Zhége zhoumo youyao jiaban, hao xinsai a!

It sucks! I have to work again this weekend!

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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7. FEi%(kaopii) Reliable/To be trusted
Origin and Usage

3

‘4 3% (kaopt)” originated from northern China and means reliable and to be trusted.

When you pronounce it, you can add JL(ér) at the end of “¥¥% (pt1),” just like “FE % JL

(kaoptir).” If you say that something is “#g 1% )L (kaoptir),” that means it is feasible and
possible. The opposite is “ A FE i JL (bu kaopiir)” which means that something is
digressing from the subject, straying from the point or is unpractical. “%f(kdo)” means to
rely on. “ 1% (pi1)” means music scores literally, but here it refers to feasibility and

rationality.

Examples
L AR AHEAFEE)L!
Ni zhé rén zhén bu kaoptir!

You're so unreliable!

2. XFHE—GEAEEIL, HIEAL IR
Zhé jian shi yi dian dou bu kaopur, giiji bu hao ban.
This isn't feasible at all. I'm afraid that it will be difficult to do.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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8. Hfi(shai) Show and share

Meaning and Usage

Well, summer is here, the hottest time of the year. Do you feel burned by the sun? We do!
But we always try to use sun protection. In Chinese, "[fi (shai)" means "to sun" or "to
shine." "Hff K FH (shai taiyang)" means "to bask in the sun." Most people who bask in the
sun this year will use some sort of sun protection, which is called "7l (fangshai)." "[
(fang)” means "to prevent" or "to guard against.”

But "M (shai)" also has another more modern meaning; it can also mean "to show" or "to
share." The internet is a great source of information, and it can also be a platform for
creativity. One example is that people have now begun to add new meanings to words.
Nowadays, people like to use " (shai)" to mean "to demonstrate special skills" and "to
share wonderful life experiences with others," or even "to flaunt something they are proud
of." Just look at these examples of the most recent uses of "Hf§ (shai)" on the internet: "
T (shai gongzi)" means "to divulge one's salary," "H§ 24 (shai xingf1)" means "to

show happiness," and "Hf§}{& Ji (shai zhaopian)" means "to share pictures."

Examples
1. RS XRAE W W HE
Dajia dou xihuan zai wangshang shai zhaopian.

We all like to share and show our pictures online.

2. TLAE Y B A0 WL Sl L S A
Xianzai de mingxing dou xihuan zai w€ibo shang shai xingf.

These days, celebrities like to use micro-blogs to share and show their happiness.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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9. #f (Pin) To Put Together or to Unite

Meaning and Usage

“Bt (pin)” originally means to put together or to unite. Recently, “Hf (pin)” means that
people work together to accomplish certain objectives. For instance, some popular daily
Chinese words starting with “Hf (pin)” appeared.

Pt (pinché) means “carpool,” where % means car.

PHIF (pinydu) means “to travel together, ” where Ji# means to travel.

P17 (pinchi) means “to eat together,” where 'z means to eat.

PHE (pinzhu) means “share a room,” where 1 means to live.

Examples
A: B, URFEN RS BB ? JREH WAR AT X)L .
HEi, ni y€ zai Rénminlu shangban ma? W0 jingchang jian ni buxing qu nar ne.

Hi, do you work on Renmin Road? I often saw you go there on foot.

B: 2, LNISHCKIZ LA, ARG EHFFERAN.
Shi ya, wo gang ban lai zhér bujit, hai méiyou zhdao dao héshi pinché de rén.
Yes, I just moved here recently, and I haven’t found the right person to carpool with.

Ar BRSPS ? e N R L.
Na ni yuanyihé wo pinché ma? W9 yé€ zai Rénminlu shangban.

Are you willing to carpool with me? I also work on Renmin Road.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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10. #4577 (géili) Cool/Great

Origin

"45 71 (gé&ili)" was probably one of the most "#ii17 (liuxing) popular" new phrases in the
Chinese language in 2010. It is an expression deriving from the Manlam dialect and it

means "awesome" or "very good."

It spread widely during the period of 2010 World Cup because it expresses excitement of
the soccer fans. If we choose words from modern English to explain the expression,

n.n

"awesome," "cool," and "exciting" are suitable choices. Foreign media sometimes
translate it literally as "giving power." Interestingly, it was not " 45 /7" but it was the

antonym "AN45 /7 (bu géili)" that was popular on the Internet at first.

In fact, "45 /7" is an ancient word in the Chinese language. It describes how government
authorities used to pay for their officials with servants. More specifically, the royal
government gave different officials different numbers of servants depending on the rank
of the officials. These servants provided free household services or worked in the fields
for the officials.

Example
1.A: FERE FARE NBA ELZE T2

Zuétian wanshang ni kan NBA bisai le ma?
Did you watch the NBA game last night?

B: . WIABKE I T .
Dangran. Huarén dui tai géili le.

Of course. The L.A. Lakers was great!

2. AN — m ) LHAGS T1
Zhége youxi yidianr dou bu géili.

This game is not cool at all.

Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial lesson now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved
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