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NOTE

Although, in the narrative of the Gentleman of Elvas, the
translation by Buckingham Smith has been followed, some
corrections have been made in the text, and pains have been
taken to set right, in accordance with the Portuguese
original at the Lenox Library, the native proper names, on
whose interpretation in the Indian languages the
identification of localities in many cases depends. If
variations from page to page in the spelling of some such
names are observed by the reader, they may be assumed to
exist in the original.



The three narratives printed in this book are but a small
selection from among many scores; for the narratives of
Spanish explorers in the southern United States constitute
an extensive literature. But if interest and historical
importance are both taken mto account, it is believed that
these three hold an undisputed preéminence among such
"relations."

J.F.J.
[vii]
CONTENTS
THE NARRATIVE OF ALVAR NUNEZ CABECA DE
VACA

Edited by Frederick W. Hodge

The Narrative of Alvar Nuifiez Cabeca de Vaca
Introduction
Proem
Chapter 1. In which is told when the Armada sailed, and of the Officers
Chapter 2. The Coming of the Governor to the Port of Xagua and with :
Chapter 3. Our Arrival in Florida
Chapter 4. Our Entrance into the Country
Chapter 5. The Governor leaves the Ships
Chapter 6. Our Arrival at Apalache
Chapter 7. The Character of the Country



Chapter 8. We go from Aute
Chapter 9. We leave the Bay of Horses

Chapter
10.
Chapter
11.
Chapter
12.
Chapter
13.
Chapter
14.
Chapter
15.
Chapter
16.
Chapter
17.
Chapter
18.

Chapter
19.
Chapter
20.
Chapter
21.
Chapter
22.
Chapter
23.

The Assault from the Indians

Of what befell Lope de Oviedo with the Indians

The Indians bring us Food

We hear of other Christians

The Departure of four Christians

What befell us among the People of Malhado

The Christians leave the Island of Malhado

The Coming of Indians with André's Dorantes, Castillo, and

The Story Figueroa recounted from Esquivel
Extract from the Letter of the Survivors

Our Separation by the Indians

Of our Escape

Our Cure of some of the Afflicted

The Coming of other Sick to us the next Day

Of our Departure after having eaten the Dogs



Chapter
24,

Customs of the Indians of that Country

%1 apter Vigilance of the Indians in War
gélap ter Of the Nations and Tongues
[viii]
Chapter ~ We moved away and were well received
217.
gél apter Of another strange Custom
S;l apter The Indians plunder each other
%1 apter The Fashion of receiving us changes
gjlh apter Of our taking the Way to the Maize
%1 apter The Indians give us the Hearts of Deer
%1 apter We see Traces of Christians
gjélllapter Of sending for the Christians
%1 apter The Chief Alcalde receives us kindly the Night we arrive
ggapter Of building Churches in that Land
g;l apter Of what occurred when I wished to return
Chapter

13 Of what became of the Others who went to Indias



THE NARRATIVE OF THE EXPEDITION OF
HERNANDO DE SOTO, BY THE GENTLEMAN OF

Chapter 1.
Chapter 2.
Chapter 3.
Chapter 4.
Chapter 5.
Chapter 6.

Chapter 7.

[ix]
Chapter 8.

Chapter 9.

ELVAS
Edited by Theodore H. Lewis

The Narrative of the Expedition of Hernando de Soto, by the
Introduction

Epigram of Silveira

Prefatory Note by the Printer

Who Soto was, and how he came to get the Government of ]
How Cabeca de Vaca arrived at Court, and gave Account of
How the Portuguese went to Seville, and thence to Sanlucar:
How the Adelantado with his People left Spain, going to the
Of the Inhabitants there are in the City of Santiago and other
How the Governor sent Dofia Ysabel with the Ships from Sa
How we left Havana and came to Florida, and what other M
Of some Inroads that were made, and how a Christian was fi

How the Christian came to the Land of Florida, who he was,



Chapter
10.
Chapter
11.
Chapter
12.
Chapter
13.
Chapter
14.
Chapter
15.
Chapter
16.
Chapter
17.
Chapter
18.
Chapter
19.
Chapter
20.
Chapter
21.
Chapter
22.
Chapter
23.
Chapter
24,

How the Governor, having sent the Ships to Cuba, marched
How the Governor arrived at Caliquen, and thence, taking tk
How the Governor arrived at Palache, and was informed tha
How the Governor went from Apalache in quest of Yupaha,
How the Governor left the Province of Patofa, marching intc
How the Governor went from Cutifachiqui in quest of Coca,
How the Governor left Chiaha, and, having run a Hazard of
Of how the Governor went from Cocga to Tascaluca

How the Indians rose upon the Governor, and what followec
How the Governor set his Men in order of Battle, and entere
How the Governor set out from Mauilla to go to Chicaga, an
How the Indians returned to attack the Christians, and how t
How the Governor went from Quizquiz, and thence to the R
How the Governor went from Aquixo to Casqui, and thence

How the Cacique of Pacaha came in Peace, and he of Casqu

[x] How the Governor went from Pacaha to Aquiguate and to C



Chapter
25.
Chapter
26.
Chapter
217.
Chapter
28.
Chapter
29.
Chapter
30.
Chapter
31.
Chapter
32.
Chapter
33.
Chapter
34.
Chapter
35.
Chapter
36.
Chapter
37.
Chapter
38.
Chapter
39.
Chapter

How the Governor went to visit the Province of Tulla, and w
How the Governor went from Tulla to Autiamque, where he
How the Governor went from Autiamque to Nilco, and then
The Message sent to Quigaltam, and the Answer brought ba
The Death of the Adelantado, Don Hernando de Soto, and h
How the Governor Luys de Moscoso left Guachoya and wer
How the Governor went from Aguacay to Naguatex, and wk
How the Cacique of Naguatex came to visit the Governor, a
How the Governor marched from Nondacao to Soacatino an
How the Christians returned to Nilco, and thence went to M
How Seven Brigantines were built, and the Christians took t
How the Christians, on their Voyage, were attacked in the R
How the Christians were Pursued by the Indians

How the Christians came to the Sea, what occurred then, anc

How the Brigantines lost Sight of each other in a Storm, and



40.

ﬂl 4PLET How the Christians arrived at the River Panico

%l T How the Christians came to Panico, and of their Reception t
%l P The Favor the People found in the Viceroy and Residents of
illl.apter Which sets forth some of the Diversities and Peculiarities of

[xi]
THE NARRATIVE OF THE EXPEDITION OF
CORONADO, BY PEDRO DE CASTANEDA

Edited by Frederick W. Hodge

The Narrative of the Expedition of Coronado, by Pedro de Cas

Introduction

Preface

IChapter Which treats of the Way we first came to know about the Seve

Chapter
2.

Chapter Of how they killed the Negro Estevan at Cibola, and Friar Mar

Of how Francisco Vazquez Coronado came to be Governor, ar



Chapter
4.

Chapter
5.

Chapter
6.

Chapter
7.

Chapter
8.

Chapter
9.

Chapter
10.

Chapter
11.

Chapter
12.

[xii]
Chapter

Of how the noble Don Antonio de Mendoza made an Expeditic

Concerning the Captains who went to Cibola

Of how all the Companies collected in Compostela and set off

Of how the Army reached Chiametla, and the Killing of the Ar

Of how the Army entered the Town of Culiacan and the Recep

Of how the Army started from Culiacan and the Arrival of the

Of how the Army started from the Town of Sefiora, leaving it i
discovered the Tison (Firebrand) River

Of how Don Pedro de Tovar discovered Tusayan or Tutahaco :

Of how people came from Cicuye to Cibola to see the Christia

Of how the General went toward Tutahaco with a few Men an



13.
Chapter
14.

Chapter
15.

Chapter
16.

Chapter
17.

Chapter
18.

Chapter
19.

Chapter
20.

Chapter
21.

Chapter
22.

Of how the Army went from Cibola to Tiguex and what happe

Of why Tiguex revolted, and how they were punished, without

Of how they besieged Tiguex and took it and of what happene

Of how Messengers reached the Army from the Valley of Sefic

Of how the General managed to leave the Country in Peace so

Of how they started in Search of Quivira and of what happene

Of how great Stones fell in the Camp, and how they discovere

Of how the Army returned to Tiguex and the General reached

Of how the General returned from Quivira and of other Exped:

Which treats of the High Villages and Provinces and of their H



Chapter
1.

Chapter
2.

Chapter
3.

Chapter
4,

Chapter
5.

Chapter
6.

[xiii]
Chapter
7.

Chapter
8.

Chapter

Chapter

Of the Province of Culiacan and of its Habits and Customs

Of the Province of Petlatlan and all the Inhabited Country as fz

Of Chichilticalli and the Desert, of Cibola, its Customs and Ha

Of how they live at Tiguex, and of the Province of Tiguex and

Of Cicuye and the Villages in its Neighborhood, and of how sc

Which gives the Number of Villages which were seen in the C

Which treats of the Plains that were crossed, of the Cows, and

Of Quivira, of where it is and some Information about it

Which describes what happened to Francisco Vazquez Corona

Of how Don Pedro de Tovar came from Sefiora with some Me;

Of the General's Fall, and of how the Return to New Spain was



Chapter
3.

Chapter
4,

Chapter
5.

Chapter
6.

Chapter
7.

Chapter
8.

Chapter
9.

Of the Rebellion at Suya and the Reasons the Settlers gave for

Of how Friar Juan de Padilla and Friar Luis remained in the Cc

Of how the Army left the Settlements and marched to Culiacar

Of how the General started from Culiacan to give the Viceroy

Of the Adventures of Captain Juan Gallego while he was bring

Which describes some remarkable things that were seen on the

Which treats of the Direction which the Army took, and of hov

SPANISH EXPLORERS IN THE
SOUTHERN UNITED STATES



THE NARRATIVE OF ALVAR NUNEZ
CABEZA DE VACA

[3]
INTRODUCTION

In some respects the journey of Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de
Vaca and his three companions overland from coast to
coast during the eight years from 1528 to 1536 is the most
remarkable in the record of American exploration, and as a
narrative of suffering and privation the relation here
presented perhaps has no equal in the annals of the northern
continent.

The author of the narrative was a native of Jer¢z de la
Frontera, in the province of Cadiz, in southern Spain, but
the date of his birth is not known. His father was Francisco
de Vera, son of Pedro de Vera, conqueror of the Grand
Canary in 1483; his mother, Teresa Cabeza de Vaca, who
also was born in Jeréz. Why Alvar Nufiez assumed the
matronymic is not known, unless it was with a sense of
pride that he desired to perpetuate the name that had been
bestowed by the King of Navarre on his maternal ancestor,
a shepherd named Martin Alhaja, for guiding the army
through a pass that he marked with the skull of a cow
(cabeza de vaca, literally "cow's head"), thus leading the
Spanish army to success in the battle of Las Navas de



Tolosa, in July, 1212, which led up to the final conquest of
the Moors in Spain.

Having returned to Spain after many years of service in the
New World for the Crown, Pamfilo de Narvaez petitioned
for a grant; and in consequence the right to conquer and
colonize the country between the Rio de las Palmas, in
eastern Mexico, and Florida was accorded him. The
expedition, consisting of six hundred colonists and soldiers,
set sail in five vessels from San Lucar de Barrameda, June
17, 1527, and after various vicissitudes, including the
wreck of two ships and the

[4]

loss of sixty men in a hurricane on the southern coast of
Cuba, was finally driven northward by storm, and landed,
in April, 1528, at St. Clements Point, near the entrance to
Tampa Bay, on the west coast of Florida. Despite the
protest of Cabeza de Vaca, who had been appointed
treasurer of Rio de las Palmas by the King, Narvaez
ordered his ships to skirt the coast in an endeavor to find
Panuco, while the expedition, now reduced to three
hundred men by desertions in Santo Domingo, death in the
Cuban storm, and the return of those in charge of the ships,
started inland in a generally northern course. The fleet
searched for the expedition for a year and then sailed to
Mexico.

Among the members of the force, in addition to Alvar
Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, were Andrés Dorantes de
Carranga, son of Pablo, a native of Béjar del Castafar, in
Estremadura, who had received a commission as captain of



infantry on the recommendation of Don Alvaro de Zuiiiga,
Duke of B¢jar; Captain Alonzo del Castillo Maldonado, of
Salamanca, the son of Doctor Castillo and Aldonza
Maldonado; and Estévan, or Estévanico, a blackamoor of
Asemmur, or Azamor, on the west coast of Morocco, the
slave of Dorantes. With the exception of those who
returned with the ships, these four men were the only ones
of the entire expedition who ever again entered a civilized
community.

Pursuing a generally northerly course, harassed by Indians,
and beset with hunger, illness, and treachery in their ranks,
Narvaez's party finally reached the head of Appalachee
Bay, in the country of the Indians afier whom this arm of
the Gulf of Mexico takes its name. Looking now to the sea
as his only means of escape; Narvaez the incompetent, with
neither the proper materials nor the mechanics, set about to
build boats to conduct his men out of their trap—craft that
were expected to weather such tropical storms as they had
already so poorly buffeted with their stouter ships. Every

[5]

object of metal that the expedition afforded, even to stirrups
and spurs, was requisitioned for the manufacture of nails
and necessary tools; a rude forge was constructed, with
bellows of wood and deer-skins; the native palm supplied
tow and covering; the horses were killed and their hides
used for water-bottles, while their flesh served the
Spaniards for food as the work went on; even the shirts
from the very backs of the men were fashioned into sails.
Picturing the character of the five boats, laden almost to the
gunwales with nearly fifty men each, besides such
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